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Contact: Lindsay O’Connor 647 404 4469

loconnor@VISION2020.org

EVENT: 

2011 World Sight Day


HOST: 

Senator Consiglio Di Nino and MP Paul Calandra

DATE: 

Tuesday, October 4th, 2010, from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm

VENUE: 
Room 256-S, Centre Block


House of Commons



Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

As 2011 World Sight Day approaches, Canada’s commitment to a national vision health plan is long overdue
With Canada’s rapidly aging population, the rate of vision loss is rising just as fast, and so are the costs associated with it. Already, vision loss costs our economy $15.8 billion per year, and researchers estimate that more than one million Canadians are living with blindness or partial sight. Within 25 years, those numbers have the potential to double. 
In 2003, in recognition of the growing worldwide vision loss crisis, Canada made a commitment to the World Health Organization to develop and implement a vision health plan by 2005. To date, no such plan exists and Vision2020 Canada is urging party leaders to put a national vision health strategy back on the agenda.
Canada’s government urgently needs to build a national vision health plan – because every year we wait, another 50,000 Canadians lose their sight. The socio-economic impact of vision loss is far reaching and includes social isolation, high unemployment rates and poverty.
For more information on Vision 2020, please visit www.vision2020canada.ca
About Vision 2020
VISION 2020 is the global initiative for the elimination of avoidable blindness, a joint programme of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) with an international membership of NGOs, professional associations, eye care institutions and corporations. 

About World Sight Day
World Sight Day is an international day of awareness, held annually on the second Thursday of October, to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment.
Interviews available: 

John Rafferty
Chair of Vision2020 Canada,  President and CEO CNIB
Winston Miller 
Director International Programs cmb Canada
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